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Exercise 2: Analyzing Pathos (Recognizing a Manipulative Appeal to Pathos)
Braveheart
Braveheart is a film about the ancient war between the Scottish Vikings and the English. In the short video of Braveheart, William Wallace gives a short speech to inspire Scottish soldiers to fight against the mighty Army of King Edward I. The soldiers William is addressing seem afraid to go to war against the English Army. They are nervous, skeptical, ready to retreat from the war. After convincing them of the outcome of not fighting, they become agitated and inspired to fight. The audience of William Wallace views the war as a lost cause and there is no need for them to go and fight against the English. 
Wallace appreciates his audience for presenting themselves to the battlefield. Despite them not wanting to go to war, he can convince them otherwise by instilling fear and cowardly act on their side. He says, "Fight and you may die. Run, and you’ll live...at least a while. And dying in your beds, many years from now, would you be willing to trade all the days…” the crowd cheers to his arguments about the freedom that comes from fighting bravely. William Wallace is firm and unshaken. Furthermore, he makes use of humor in his speech. When the young blonde soldier makes fun of him as not being tall enough, he lough together with the crowd. After they finish laughing, he pities the young innocent soldier and encourages them all about the importance of freedom. The crowd (audience) loughs when Wallace says, “… if he were here, he’d consume the English with fireballs from his eyes and bolts of lightning from his arse.” In his entire speech, Wallace does not address an individual but instead makes use of plurality to show that he is communicating to the entire crowd. For example, phrases like ‘This is our army’, ‘Fight as free men you are’, and ‘they will never take our freedom’ among others. 
From his speech, William Wallace was able to establish an appeal of pathos effectively. His final address to the soldiers after noticing that the fear had consumed them was about pity for them as they would become slaves in their land without freedom. He did this so well that the crowd that was shouting in denial begun to cheer and yell in Gaelic, roaring for him.  To make his pathetic appeal more convincing, William Wallace can use words that add emotions to his speech as well as show emotive feelings and model the same emotions with the delivery techniques. 
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